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Beverley District High School 
Independent Public School 

 
‘Working in Unity to make a difference for every child’ 

 
 

BDHS sits on the land of our Noongar people and we acknowledge them as the traditional custodians of 

the Ballardong region.    

Fortnightly Newsletter Friday 26th March, 2021 
 

Principal Message:  
 
Interschool Swimming Carnival  
Congratulations to all of our students who participated as members of our Interschool Swimming Team on 
Wednesday. I had the pleasure of visiting during the day to see our team in action and to cheer on our young 
athletes. Seeing the determination, tenacity and sportsmanship of all of our team further reinforced my 
admiration and respect for the quality of students who attend Beverley DHS.  The sense of camaraderie and 
teamwork that I observed, and the cheering for each individual student representing our school was 
tremendous.  Well done Team Beverley and to Mrs. Narelle Bailey, staff at and back at school for your 
assistance and support, and to our tremendous band of parent helpers.  Special thanks also to Brad (Pool 
Manager) and the Shire of Beverley for the use of the Memorial Pool for this Interschool Event.    
 
Year 5/6 Camp to Rottnest Island  
Next week our Year 5/6 Students head off to Rottnest Island, on what for many, might be their very first 
school camp.  Camps are action-packed, thrilling experiences and many lifetime memories are created.  I 
wish Mrs. Corinna Thomas, Mrs. Sarah Aynsley, parent volunteers and the Year 5/6 students attending this 
camp all the best for an exciting and challenging four days.  We look forward to hearing about camp on your 
return.     
 
Start of Term and School Development Day – Term 2 2021  
Our first day back for students, from Kindy (Orange) to Year 10, and staff for Term 2 is Monday 19th April 
2021.  This is due to our school participating with other Avon Network schools at the Avon Schools Network 
Combined School Development Day on Tuesday 8th June 2021 in Northam.  This is our scheduled school 
development day for Term 2.  As such, Tuesday 8th June 2021 becomes a student-free day, following the 
Western Australia Day long weekend.  Students will return to school on Wednesday 9th June 2021 during 
Week 8.    
 
School Board – Annual Public Meeting  
At our School Board – Annual Public Meeting held on Wednesday 17th March 2021 the Annual School Board 
Report for 2020 was presented.  Under the Terms of Reference of the Beverley DHS School Board an Annual 
Public Meeting is held once a year. At this meeting an Annual Report outlining the performance of the Board 
is presented.  The minutes of each meeting are published on the school website and the Beverley DHS 
School Board Annual Report for 2020 will be uploaded shortly.  Visit our school website at 
https://www.beverleydhs.wa.edu.au/page/54/School-Board for all information related to School Board 
business, roles and responsibilities.      
 
NAPLAN – Term 2 2021  
The National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is scheduled during Week 3 & 4 of 
Term 2.  Further information will be made available to parents early Term 2.    
 
ATTENDANCE – Every Day Counts 
It is widely known that regular attendance at school is essential for the academic and social/emotional growth 
of children. There has, however, been a commonly held belief that it is ‘OK, to miss a day of school now and 
then’. A recent comprehensive study by the University of Western Australia’s Telethon Institute for Child 
Health Research states that every day at school really does count.  
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Most importantly, the study, which accounted for attendance and academic data across all government 
schools from 2008 – 2012, shows that academic achievement declines for every day of absence – in other 
words, every day of attendance counts and there is no ‘safe’ level of absence that students can get away 
with.  
 
The findings of the study also highlighted another key fact about student attendance. The data shows that 
students develop their attendance patterns or ‘attendance careers’ in the early years of schooling and that a 
student by Year 1 will have taken on an ‘attendance career’ that will be replicated and highly resistant to 
change in their future years of schooling.  
 
This information highlights some important issues for parents and carers of school-aged children. Firstly, 
where students are fit and able, it is a parental responsibility to ensure students attend each and every day 
of school. Secondly, family planning needs to take account of the strong importance of establishing positive 
‘attendance careers’, and where possible, commitments need to be scheduled around the school calendar 
and the school day.  
 
The report demonstrating these findings is called Student Attendance and Educational Outcomes: Every Day 
Counts and it is available online at www.childhealthresearch.org.au 
 
From the year a child starts Pre-Primary if they miss:  
 

· 1 day per fortnight that equals 1 month per year and adds up to missing nearly 1 1/2 years of school 
(90% attendance rate).  

 
· 1 day per week that equals 2 months per year and adds up to missing nearly 2 1/2 years of school 

(80% attendance rate).  
 

· 2 days per week that equals 4 months a year and adds up to missing nearly 5 years of school  
(60% attendance rate)  

 
· 3 days per week that equals 6 months per year and adds up to nearly 8 years of school  

(40 % attendance rate).  
 
“Talent wins games, but teamwork and intelligence win championships.” – Michael Jordon, NBA Basketballer  
 
 “Alone we do little, together we do much.” – Helen Keller, American Author and Disability Rights activist 
 
Mr Adrian Lister 
Principal 
 

Term 1 Term Planner 

Week 
9 

29th  
 
 
 
 
Year 5/6 Camp  

30th  31st 

K/PP Easter 
Hat Parade 
2.15pm. 

April 1st 
 
9am Assembly 

2nd 
Good 
Friday 

School 
Holidays  

Term 2 Term Planner 

Week 
1 

April 19th  
School 
recommences 
Kindy Orange to 
Year 10. 

20th 21st 22nd 

Kindy Purple 
commence 
Kindergarten. 

23rd Sat 24th 

Sun 25th  
ANZAC Day 
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Art Creations 
 

The school held a competition based on Food Art – students from Years 
1-10 were invited to participate. The Bronze Award went to Heidi, Silver 
Award went to Sharneil and Gold was Abgail’s drawing of a burger with 
lots of tomato.  
 
We also held a competition to name the new “Tidy Classroom” Award. 
Mrs Shaw has purchased a golden bin, which we are in the process of 
giving the golden bin a name to be used at future assemblies. The Year 
5/6 class all drew the bin and their suggestions for names are on the 
school’s pin-up board.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 Schools Classic Academy Plate 
 
Congratulations to Burke, Ayden, Mahli, Alice and 
Teresa for representing Beverley DHS in the Schools 
Classic Academy Plate Interschool Tennis event on 
Thursday 11th March. Despite having little match play 
experience, our team tried their hardest and improved 
their skills as the day progressed.  
 
A great effort from all involved! 
 
 

My Leeuwin Adventure by Oscar  
 
I left Beverley on the 15th March to go to Albany. I 
stayed a night in Albany and boarded The Leeuwin the 
next day. It was great to meet everyone who I'd be 
sailing with for the next 8 days. As I started to gain more 
skills and understanding of the boat, things got easier for 
me. I learnt how to operate sails, steer the ship using an 
electronic compass and how to manage the heavy ropes 
attached to the sails. It was hard work.  
 
I didn't get sea-sick and enjoyed going to sleep to the 
swaying of the ship. I hope to keep in contact with the 
friends I made onboard The Leeuwin. I thank the Sir 
Frank Ledger Trust and Leeuwin Ocean Adventure Foundation for funding this amazing opportunity for me. 
Thanks also to staff at Beverley District High School for supporting me in persuing this adventure. 
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Year 7/8 Cadet Excursion 
 

Last week, the Year 7/8 Beverley DHS Cadets joined York DHS Cadets at Rottnest Island as part of the 
first Cadet excursion for the year. Day One saw students braving the choppy conditions over to the island, 
where they were rewarded with fantastic conditions and optimal learnt environments (Pinkies Beach). On 

Day Two, students cycled around the island exploring the local surroundings and wildlife. Cadets ventured 
to the Oliver Hill Battery, exploring the tunnel system, and learned about Rottnest’s significance during 

World War II. They also had plenty of time to get their hair wet! The highlight for many being the aquatic 
activities. Day Three was an early rise for the Cadets, which saw the students stand at attention for drills 

and marches, followed by a whole unit photo.   
 

Many new friendships were formed on this camp with existing friendships strengthened. The entire 
Beverley DHS Cadets Sub-Unit represented the school fantastically, demonstrating ‘Respect’ and 

‘Kindness’ throughout. A huge thank you to Ms. Tamara Nixon and all those students involved, for making 
the first Cadet Camp of the year a huge success.  

 
John Dautopulos. 
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Dead Finish Museum Excursion 
 

The Year 2 class recently attended an excursion to The Dead Finish on Monday 22nd March. The 
students enjoyed several activities from the 'olden days'. They learnt how to polish silver, which 
proved a little harder than it first looked. They enjoyed dressing up in a range of old clothes, they 
certainly looked very fancy!  
 
They appreciated electric washing machines after learning how to do the washing by hand with a 
board and cake of soap. Lastly, they attended a school session in old wooden desks with ink wells 
and used a nib pen to write.  The Year 2s were also very lucky to be gifted a penny each.  
 

We would like to extend a sincere thank you to the volunteers at the Beverley Historical Society 
for running this program annually for our Year 2 students. 
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Interschool Swimming Carnival 
 
Our Interschool Swimming Team swam their hearts out on Wednesday 24th March and did the school 
proud. Our pool and the surrounding grounds looked absolutely amazing; a credit to pool manager Brad 
Miller and The Shire of Beverley. With a huge crowd of supporters, the atmosphere on the day was 
fantastic and students from all schools were cheered on loudly! Thank you so much to the group of 
amazing helpers, parents and grandparents, who assisted at the carnival. Our students are so fortunate 
to have you volunteer your time so that our carnivals run as smoothly as possible. Lastly, thank you the 
Beverley Swimming Club for allowing us to use your equipment for both of our recent carnivals.  
Your support is greatly appreciated. It was also wonderful to be able to display our new marquees 
generously funded by the P&C. A very handy addition to our carnivals!  
 
 
 
Medal Recipients  
Billy - Year 4/Under Runner Up Champion Boy 
Burke - Year 5 Champion Boy 
Aden - Open Secondary Runner Up Champion Boy 
 
 
School Results 
 

Primary Championship Shield  Secondary Championship 
Shield 

 

York Blue 151 points York Blue 66 points 

York Gold 147 points York Gold 47 points 

Pingelly  105 points Beverley 27 points 

Brookton 104 points Brookton  22 points 

Beverley 95 points   

  
Primary Handicap Shield Winners - York Gold 
Secondary Handicap Shield Winners - Beverley 
 
Records 
Burke Year 5 Boys 50m Backstroke 50.77 sec 
Burke Year 5 Boys 50m Breaststroke 55.33 sec 
 
Narelle Bailey  
Carnival Coordinator 
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