Beverley District High School
Independent Public School
‘Working in Unity to make a difference for every child’
BDHS sits on the land of our Noongar people and we acknowledge them as the traditional custodians of the Ballardong region.

Fortnightly Newsletter Friday 14th May 2021
Principal Message:
TAGS Podcast
Our Year 3 - 6 Talented and Gifted (TAGS) Program students have been working very hard with Mrs. Sarah
Aynsley interviewing local community figures and recording special podcasts exploring the theme, “Beverley
DHS – Our Town, Our Country.” There are currently three podcasts available, Episode 1 being an
introduction by Mrs. Aynsley. The subsequent two podcasts are:
 Episode 2: The History of Policing in Beverley by Charlie.
 Episode 3: The History of the Avon River by Noah.
To listen to these podcasts and others to come in the series still to be presented and uploaded please visit
https://www.podbean.com/pu/pbblog-kmudu-b53b89 to access. All of the podcasts so far are of an extremely
high quality, both content and production wise. Congratulations to all the TAG students and to Mrs. Aynsley
on this superb academic extension project. Mrs Aynsley has said, “that the project could not have been
possible, or as successful, without the high level of parent and community support the TAGs group received
in creating the podcasts.” Well done to everyone involved and I am looking forward to the next podcast
episodes.
Secondary 1:1 Laptops
Our ICT and Digital Learning Working Party recommended that based on an audit of our curriculum needs in
the area of Digital Technology and ICT that we purchase 30 laptops to make is possible for all secondary
students to have 1:1 access to a laptop as part of the secondary curriculum program. This is an excellent
initiative that will increase the ability to implement STEAM across the secondary and provide our students
with the necessary capabilities to enter senior schooling or the workforce, with the required ICT competencies
and skills needed for 21st learning and employment. This now means that at Beverley DHS students from K
- 10 have access to a technological device (e.g. laptops, iPads, desktop computers) on a 1:1 basis.
K/PP Mother’s Day
Thank you to Mrs. Tess Hawke and Mrs. Sally Kilpatrick for once again organising, managing and hosting a
highly successful Mother’s Day Parent Evening last Thursday. Whilst I was unable to attend the feedback, I
have received has been very positive and looking at the Facebook posts there was great involvement and
interaction occurring between mum’s and their children. Congratulations to all involved.
School Breakfast Program & School Chaplaincy
Beverley DHS is proud to have been approved as an official School Breakfast Program School for 2021. Mrs.
Leonie Whisson, our School Chaplain, oversees the program which commenced yesterday. Our program is
slightly different to the traditional model for school breakfast programs elsewhere. At recess, Mrs. Whisson
will be preparing hot milo and baked beans free of charge for students each Thursday. As the cold weather
settles in I am sure this will be very popular amongst our students, and maybe staff as well. Contributions
from Foodbank, as well as, the generous donations from the Beverley Real Life Church, and voluntary
contributions made by parents, subsidize not only the provision of a School Chaplaincy Program, but go
towards funding some of the resources and materials that support Mrs. Whisson’s work, such as sensory
aids for students with learning difficulties and processing challenges, and towards some of the lunchtime
activities, such as Loom Band making.
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REMINDER: Faction Cross Country
Our Faction Cross Country 2021 will be held next Friday 21st May. I am looking forward to seeing all of our
students who are competing give their best possible effort. They have been training hard and I know Mrs.
Narelle Bailey and all of the staff have mentioned that we have some “long-distance champions” who will
fight it out. Good luck to all of the students and to each Faction.
REMINDER: Open Classrooms – Thursday 27th May 2021 – 9.30am
On Thursday 27th May 2021 following on from our school assembly at 9.30am parents and guardians, and
family friends, are invited to visit and explore our primary and secondary classrooms as part of an “Open
Classrooms” morning. There will be a short morning-tea in the School Library at 10.30am.
NAPLAN – Term 2 2021
The National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) commenced this week and
feedback thus far is students are coping well with the online testing environment. Most of our testing of Year
3, 5, 7 and 9 students will be completed this week. Catch-Up Testing sessions are scheduled for next week
for students who have missed any of the tests due to absence. NAPLAN is a snapshot of student progress
and achievement that assists national, state and territory education authorities plan for the quality delivery of
literacy and numeracy approaches in schools. Our school has strategic plans and approaches to the
implementation of targeted support for students across K – 10 that strengthen literacy and numeracy
attainment. Our teachers are best placed and have at their disposal a range of assessments and diagnostic
testing that when aggregated with NAPLAN (and OLNA Year 10) results provide a wealth of knowledge
concerning student progress and achievement, and allow evidence-based decisions concerning our
programs to be made.
School Attendance
When compared to like schools, Wheatbelt Region schools and WA Public schools, our average rates of
attendance at Beverley DHS outperform these schools in most categories. In part, this is due to our strong
emphasis on making attendance count and providing positive, engaging learning environments that support
student learning. I encourage any parents, guardians or families who ae experiencing difficulties with
ensuring their child/ren attend school to make contact with either myself or Mrs. Aliesha Murray. Through
early intervention and building a shared responsibility, we can often restore individual student attendance
quickly.
Staffing
Mrs. Mel Blechynden will be joining our teaching team as of today, as the tandem teacher for Mrs. Holly
Bassett in Year 2. Mrs. Blechynden will be working every Friday while Mrs. Bassett works in her Curriculum
Support Teacher (CST) role for the remainder of 2021. As a school we are very fortunate to have a CST on
staff (only 70 appointed statewide and only two in the entire Wheatbelt), who is going to have an inside
understanding and perspective of new curriculum support resources and materials to be implemented across
K - 10 education in all schools. Mrs. Blechynden is a very experienced teacher and we look forward to gaining
her perspective and ideas around her experience in other schools in relation to our practices here at Beverley.
Welcome aboard Mel!
“It always seems impossible until it is done.” Nelson Mandela, Politician and Activist
“Many of life’s failures are people who did not realise how close they were to success when they gave up.”
Thomas Edison, Inventor
“Courage doesn't always roar. Sometimes courage is the quiet voice at the end of the day saying, 'I will try
again tomorrow’.” Mary Anne Radmacher, American author and artist
Mr. Adrian Lister - Principal
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Kindy - Pre-Primary Mother’s Night
On Thursday, the 6th May the Kindy and Pre-Primary hosted a Mother's Day Evening for our amazing
mother's. There was nail painting, bracelet making, craft, painting and special gifts to share on the night.
Happy Mother's Day!
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